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that the neighbourhood of Edinburgh was not good hunting country;
he apparently tried hunting once or twice, but he wrote to William:

I find you hunt almost every day, and that it is a place very
proper for it; this country affords no such kind of hunting, for
where the stags are there are such hills and bogs as 'tis impossible
to follow any hounds, so that hare-hunting and shooting are the
only sports one can have here; after June is once over there will be
very good shooting at heath-pouts [grouse], of which and partridge
there are great store here.

Apart from shooting when the weather was fair, he was "abroad every
day and playing at 'Goffe'", and in bad weather he patronised the
Scottish winter sport of curling, but bad weather was "a great mortifica-
tion to me, that love best the diversions without doors than those
within".

The domestic felicity of the household at Holyrood House was sadly
disturbed in March 1681 by the news of the death in London, in her
fifth year, of Isabella, the little daughter of James and Mary. James
wrote to the child's great-uncle, Prince Rinaldo of Este,

The loss which I have sustained by the death of my youngest
daughter Princess Isabella, whom it pleased God to take from me a
few days ago, afflicts me so acutely that 1 have great need of the
consolation which I expect from your friendship, knowing as I do
that you have enough of that to be with me in spirit in anything of
that nature which touches me. The subject of this letter is too sad
for me to discuss it further.